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Issue #21-3 September 2021

Report by Mary White

Goshawk Cars at the Lake George RROC Meet

1935 20/25 Thrupp & Maberly drophead coupe, GYH62 owned by Scott Ammarell, received 1st in Class with 396 points out of 400 .
GYH62 also was awarded the Guerrero Trophy for the best personal mechanical restoration, as well as the award for the Most Improved Car.

Lake George was the ideal venue for a national meet. The Adirondack area provided much scenery, some
driving challenges, and many sites to see. Most of meet participants started the day with the morning breakfast
runs, hosted by McCollister’s Auto Transport. The Moran’s, Bridgman’s and White’s (in their ’23 SG tourer)
filled their cars with riders each morning and traveled together along the back road routes.

For more coverage of the Goshawk Society at the National Meet, see pages (2) and (10-14)
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Goshawk Society Officers Chairman’s Message

The Goshawk Society of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club

Summer is ending and we now prepare for the fall. Those
of you who attended theAnnual Meet in Lake George were
treated to wonderful scenery and great conditions for
driving. Thanks again to Mary White for leading the
driving tour. As fall nears and the temperatures start to
come down this is a great time for all of us to give our
PMCs those final drives before the snow starts falling, or
for those of us in warmer climates, this is the time of the
year we can actually enjoy our non-climate controlled cars.
For those of you in the Northeast, this is the perfect time to
enjoy the changing of the leaves behind a proper motor
driving at civilized speeds while enjoying the scenery.
As I am writing this message, I am looking forward to the
Christmas Season and on to 2022. These last two years
have been difficult. It was great to finally be with our
fellow club members in person and enjoy each other’s
company. It is my hope that this resurgence of COVID is
only fleeting and by next spring we will finally be able to
once again gather and enjoy each other’s company and a
good meal. I would like to wish each of you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy 2022.
Before you put up the car for the winter, there is one
activity you might consider. The Activities Committee is
planning a judging school to coincide with the Board of
Director’s Annual Meeting which will be in Charleston,
South Carolina. The activities start on January 19, 2022.
A flyer is posted on the RROC website with more details.
I look forward to seeing you there so we can all learn more
about our cars and hopefully, if the weather cooperates,
perhaps go out for a short drive.
Once again, I would like to thank Mary White for all her
efforts. Mary is the driving force behind this Society and
for that all of us are profoundly thankful to her.
Be safe touring this fall and look forward to you in
Charleston or in San Diego. Until then, Stay Safe and
Keep Motoring On!
Al Briseno II

Chairman: Al Briseno - abtxrroc@gmail.com
Technical Director: Tim Jayne, Jr. - tim@royceparts.com
Secretary: John Carey – jbcarey@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: Gary Phipps – gsphipps05@comcast.net
Goshawk Society Newsletter Co-Editors:
US Editor: Mary White – mcwhite@triad.rr.com
UK Editor: Elliott Anderson - elliottgdanderson@aol.co.uk

Activities Chair: Mary White – mcwhite@triad.rr.com
Website: www.goshawksociety.com
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2022
Plans are already underway to Celebrate the “100th Anniversary of the 20 HP.” The Goshawk Society will offer
special events in conjunction with the RROC Meet in San Diego June 21-24. Please try to bring your small hp
RR’s to the meet. Each Goshawk car will receive a commemorative badge from the society celebrating the
anniversary. The Wednesday evening Fiesta will feature all Twenty RR’s at the meet, we’ll present a “History of
the Twenty” lecture, and we'll have our annual meeting as well as a tech session.
If you live too far to drive to the meet, Steve Capra of McCollister’s Auto Transport (they are partnering with
the RROC and supporting the annual meets) is offering a RROC discount for shipping a single car and a higher
discount for 4+ cars from the same location. Costs will vary depending on pickup location.
We’re also working with the RROC to host a vintage tour (5 day hub) in September in the Hudson River Valley,
New York.
Everyone is encouraged to get their small horse power RR’s ready for the road to participate in either event.
Contact Mary White for more information.

Calendar of Events

Goshawk Society at Lake George (cont)

The Goshawk Society held their annual meeting on
Thursday morning followed by a Q & A tech session
given by tech chair Tim Jayne. This was followed by
lunch at the Adirondack Brewery across the street from
the hotel.
The five Goshawk cars that attended the meet are
featured in this issue, beginning on page 10.

Our group gathered for lunch at the Adirondack Brewery. From Left to right: Jon Leimhuehler, David Wilson. Gil
Fuqua, clockwise, Lloyd Hart, Janet Wilson, Nancy Barsotti. Photo Mary White,

Tim Jayne conducts the Goshawk Society
tech session at the Lake George Meet.
Photo Mary White
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In September 2001 I
was browsing UK car
auction websites with no
particular vehicle in
mind, when I saw on the
Coy’s site a green 1934
20/25 Rolls-Royce with
body by Freestone &
Webb. I had never
seriously considered
buying a ‘Roller’ but the
longer I looked at the
pictures the more
intrigued I became. I
telephoned Coys and
spoke to the Sales
Manager who after
giving me more details
promised that he would
not sell the car before
the auction on October
10th. I flew from
Pittsburgh to London for
the preview and saw
GYD44 “ The Green
Goddess” up close and
personal for the first
time.
It was obvious that I
was not the only
interested party, one
gentleman in particular
was clearly smitten, as
was I, for he made a
staff member open the
boot and the bonnet to
have a good look round.
He then spent
considerable time behind
the wheel playing with
the controls and
obviously imagining
himself as the new
owner sitting in his
garage at home. The
auction began at 7pm
and as GYD44 was lot
#86 it was close to 10
o’clock before the real
action started. The
potential troublemaker
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was in the front row
waving his paddle
energetically and
constantly looking
over his shoulder to
check on the
competition. I was at
the back sitting
quietly waiting for
things to slow down
before entering the
fray. There were just
two bidders left when
I raised my paddle
and upped his bid by
£1000. He turned and
glared at me before
raising the stakes by
only £500. This was a
signal to me that he
was nearing his limit
as prior to my entry
the bidding had been
in £1000 increments.
My second bid was
the last. Sold to the
highest bidder from
the USA. It was very
exciting, my first
auction and I was the
proud owner of a
beautiful car which
was only 2 years older
than me - I being a
1936 model!
Richard Coombs

Editor’s Note: The
article and photos
accompanying my
notes were first
published in The
Automobile, Vol 1, No
12. February 1985
They are re-printed
here with the
permission of The
Automobile.
Permission granted
by Jonathan Rishton,
Editor
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Goshawk Society at Lake George
Cars of the Meet

GDX41 spent its early years in Surrey, to the southwest of London, and then with its second owner in
Warwickshire during the war years. In the 1950’s, it was owned by Group Captain Jonny Hill, a much-decorated
fighter pilot during the war, who owned the car for 15 years. Hence the Spitfire radiator motif.
At some point between 1967 and 1981, the car moved to a new owner in Vancouver BC, Canada.
It was owned by a gentleman who drove it every day, until it would drive no more…
The car, now a non-runner, spend the next 30 years being passed through several owners in the US, with one of
them spending a fortune on its restoration, only to run out of money at which time, the car was pulled from the
restoration workshop, half finished. The car was handed to a new owner to settle a debt!

Restoration
I purchased the car in this half-finished state, with several boxes of bits (and a couple of boxes missing!!) and
restored the car from 2009 to 2014. The objective of the restoration was not to create a concours car, but to
understand what a 1933 RR was like to drive when returned to its original tolerances. GDX41 was awarded 1st
prize in the Touring class at the Seven Springs Meeting in 2014.

Best Drive
The best drive, so far, was from Bennington VT to Stowe VT on a hot afternoon, taking Route 100 through the
Green Mountains, over the top at Killington and then following the Mad River to Northern Vermont.
Perfect roads to enjoy the best of this car!

After many years off the road GDX41 made its debut at the Seven Springs
Meet in 2014. Photo by Mary White.

A stylish way to tour; Connaught Continental Touring saloon.
Photo by Doug Gates.

1933 20/25 chassis #GDX41 Connaught Continental Touring Saloon
Ian Bridgman



11

The Goshawk Flier

Goshawk Society at Lake George
Cars of the Meet

GSR39 carries a Hooper limousine body that wears its 91 years well.
Photo by Doug Gates.

Limousines rarely had a “built-in” boot, so luggage was
strapped to a rack as here. Photo by Mary White.

1930 20/25 chassis #GSR39 Hooper Limousine
Mike Williams

This Hooper body limousine was purchased and used by Josephine Banks Lennox Marshall when she was
residing at 6 Grosvenor Square in Mayfair, London. The car was originally 'cobalt blue and black', but was
changed to all black by one of its subsequent owners. The limousine was fitted with a luggage rack for traveling
purposes in Europe, and side mount tires. It had a Type C Motor Dictaphone intercom system with adjustable
glass dividers. Josephine was very active in the New York and London social circles. The November 30, 1932
(London) "Times" listed her as one of the attendees at Countess Cromer's "Radiant Ball", and, during the
American Gilded Age, she and her husband, Charles Henry Marshall, were included as two of the 400 persons
that attended parties in Mrs. Astor's New York City ballroom. After her husband's death in 1912, she spent
considerable time in Europe. She ordered her Rolls Royce in late 1929. Hooper's received the Rolls Royce
chassis on January 11, 1930 with a required delivery date for the end of October. She returned to New York City
in 1933, and passed away later that year.
It is still a mystery as to exactly when her car was brought back to the United States. Logic would imply that
she brought the car back with her. Subsequent owners, as listed on the RROC Schoelkopf card, are: "ex" Tom
Solly, Washington Connecticut (?); John Fellows, Pleasant Valley New York (?) Albert Ghiorse, Norton,
Massachusetts (1963); Everett Woodruff, Catskill New York (mayor) (1964); Kenneth and Dorothy Herrick,
Chatham, New York (1970); Edward Golden, Hudson, New York (1978); Mike Williams, Staatsburg, New York
(2015). The engine had frozen during its ownership under Ed Golden and been partially taken apart by Dave
Brennan, an engine mechanic, to have the engine head "knitted," which is a welding procedure for metal repair.
Repairs stalled during Ed's ownership, and Dave stored the car in his garage for over 15 years. It was still in
Dave's barn when Ed Golden passed away. I bought the car from his estate.
After I purchased the car in 2015, I started cleaning engine parts and assisted Dave in rebuilding the engine,
which took about two years. The original carburetor was missing and had been replaced with a GMC carburetor.
Tim Jayne found an original carburetor for the car, and Pierce Ried had the fuel tank rebuilt. The car still has its
91 year patina, including a little mouse house entryway in the middle of the back seat. Nonetheless, it is a very
solid car with its original leather coverings on the springs and a working horn. Its lights and signals work, the
mechanical brakes work, it passes inspection, but still needs tweaking and some rewiring work.
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Goshawk Society at Lake George
Cars of the Meet

1934 20/25 chassis #GED68 shooting brake
Mark Harrison

CCB (Chitty Chitty Bankrupt), a 1934 20/25 Park
Ward saloon converted to a shooting brake, GED68,
was acquired by Mark Harrison around 20 years ago.
The car has had an engine & carb rebuild and re-wiring
at Frank/Bill Cooke’s garage, the full spa treatment at
Dayton Wire Wheels, and the body restoration, done
over five years, at Richard Mullin Coachbuilding.
Over the years, the car has had many adventures ....
Almost every show that is judged by people’s choice
Chitty has won a first or second in her class. But then
there was the day she lost to a tractor - a very nice
tractor with a flat head Ford and no dirt - at the
Kingston Plains Days. Redeemed by the trip to Hilton
Head where Chitty was a Concours d'Elegance place
winner along with a stuffed chicken to accompany the
"agrarian vehicle". And the trips to Memories for ice
cream with Charlie, the Great Pyrennes dog riding on
the floor in the immense space between the back seat
and the front. Or the ride for friends to their daughters
wedding, not just the bride had a special ride that day.
Chitty received 1st place in the touring class at the
RROC meet.

The 20/25 shooting brake known as CCB (Chitty Chitty Bamkrupt) on the
show field at the Lake George Meet. Photo by Mary White.

GED68 heads out on to the road in the Adirondacks. Photo by Doug
Gates.

The working end of a shooting brake: Utility and style. Photo by Mary
White.
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Goshawk Society at Lake George
Cars of the Meet

1933 Twenty HP chassis #GNK32 Meluish tourer
Matt Moran

To Buttercup:
GNK32 was found in 1953 by Harry O’Connor in the
wilds of New Jersey hauling firewood. Seeing the
potential, he had her completely restored to touring
condition. For more than four decades, Harry was seen
at every RROC event and Glidden Tour, covering
thousands of miles in the U.S. and Canada. Because of
her low horsepower (and Harry allowing Ghosts to pass
on hills) she was known as a “polite little car.”
Eventually, stewardship passed to Robert “Okie”
O’Connor and then to Harry’s godson Matt Moran.
Within days of transfer GNK32 was given the name
Buttercup and is once again on the road, visiting RROC
events and touring with Ghosts and Goshawks. Often
spotted on her neighborhood streets in New York, she
silently comes and goes like a little mirage.

Matt Moran adds some coolant to Buttercup’s radiator. Photo by Doug
Gates.

GKN32 in profile by the Lake George Registration area. Photo by Doug
Gates.

This “polite little car” is no stranger to the road - here on tour in the
Adirondacks. Photo by Mary White.
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Goshawk Society at Lake George
Cars of the Meet

1935 20/25 chassis #GYH62 Thrupp & Maberly dhc

I bought GYH62 in the early 80's. I first restored the engine.About 5 yrs later, I started the frame off restoration.
I have two photos one of my oldest daughter, she was about 10 years old, next to the car as I am taking the body
off. The next is her at age 26, next to the car before I showed it for the first time in Greenwich in 2005. I showed
it a few more times, obviously improving it and it's been in the basement unseen for 9 years before showing it in
Lake George.
At Lake George, the car earned three awards. It took 1st in class with 396 points out of 400. The 2nd award was
very important to me. It was Best Personal Mechanical Restoration. The third was the Most Improved Car.
Hopefully, I will work on it for the next two years, trying to correct the 4 points I lost and show it at Gettysburg
again.

Scott Ammarell’s 1935 20/25 Thrupp & Maberly drophead coupe, GYH62 on the field at Lake George.


